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Bedbug epidemic that’s turning
Great Brltaln mto Great Bitten

AN EPIDEMIC of bedbugs 15
wweaping the nation, fuelled
by alr travel and warmer
SUMMITErs.

Infestations have soared S00

per cend In the last fwo years,
according o pest comtrol
expaTii.
CIEles ssch & Lomdon and kan-
chaiter hirve Lakoon (he brand of
the epidemic because of the
|l mumber af people on he
TOVE TVETY .

Experts belleve the huge
sxpansion in sir travel, coapbed
with global warming, has
brought midllloss ol it
the fowntry on travellers”
clhgthies snd Im Eheir seitcases.

Bechugs are red amd broan in
colour and are about ihe same
skre a% 80 apple plp, They feed on
human Mood by plercing the

shela, sucking ap faisr (mes thislke
oam bosdy welght bn 15 minutes.

Thee Imsecty, btes Caute
Itching, wers wirteally eradl-
cated in the ME0L Bul now pest
control companbes are report-

o Dot with infestathons.
Bl wish Fuinn o decomta-
miination  sald: 1 ve bsd

500 per cent more calls kil year
PEpOrING cullreaks than e,

Many peaple think the spread of
bedbugs I3 coused by bad
Fpglenes - but that's a common
miscoregiion Dirty Mounes will
make Infeilations harder (o
remave, bul they are actually
spread by mamy of the richer
prapht in saclely Decauso they
traved mare. Thiny are spread an

sit very chose Lo each ather, Peo-
ple peed o ke cautious and
avold diting down.'

He added: "I poople’s homes
are badly hit, thiy'l] Carry beed-
bgs on thelr clothes. IT ey S
on pubdic transport, eyl beave
the bugs behind when By got
up and th next person will get a
s, I often called oul (o peo-
ple with more than 50 bites

Bedl are viery hard to spol
beprau thiey hlde in matiresaes
or in erstis In Nooring or walls

come ot to feed between
lam and Sam. Experts advise
vatuuming matireises and
I:Inmlnq regularty fo keep them
af by

Kevin Higgins, af the Britlvh
Pest Control Assoclation, sakd:
e meed Lo get this under con-
trod, The hedbug papulation is
spiralling.’



